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We	
  aim	
  to	
  avoid,	
  as	
  far	
  as	
  possible,	
  any	
  uncertainty	
  and	
  confusion	
  in	
  the	
  	
  
event	
  of	
  possible	
  school	
  closure.	
  The	
  safety	
  of	
  the	
  children	
  and	
  staff	
  is	
  paramount.	
  	
  
In	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  adverse	
  weather	
  conditions	
  the	
  responsibility	
  for	
  making	
  the	
  final	
  decision	
  rests	
  with	
  	
  
the	
  Headteacher.	
  Discussions	
  with	
  the	
  Caretaker	
  and	
  other	
  members	
  of	
  staff	
  who	
  live	
  	
  
close	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  establish	
  local	
  conditions	
  from	
  which	
  an	
  informed	
  decision	
  will	
  be	
  	
  
made.	
  In	
  addition,	
  contact	
  with	
  Headteachers	
  of	
  local	
  schools	
  will	
  ensure	
  that	
  an	
  	
  
informed	
  and	
  united	
  decision	
  can	
  be	
  made.	
  The	
  Headteacher	
  will	
  arrange	
  for	
  parents	
  and	
  school	
  
staff	
  to	
  be	
  notified	
  and	
  inform	
  the	
  Chair	
  of	
  Governors.	
  	
  
	
  
The	
  school	
  should	
  be	
  open	
  on	
  every	
  possible	
  occasion.	
  There	
  may	
  however,	
  be	
  	
  
occasions	
  when	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  find	
  it	
  necessary	
  to	
  close	
  because	
  adverse	
  weather	
  	
  
means	
  that	
  the	
  school	
  site	
  is	
  unsafe	
  and	
  poses	
  health	
  and	
  safety	
  risks	
  to	
  the	
  school	
  	
  
community.	
  Untreated	
  roads	
  and	
  hazardous	
  driving	
  conditions	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  taken	
  into	
  	
  
consideration.	
  	
  
	
  
To	
  make	
  a	
  decision,	
  regular	
  information	
  is	
  obtained	
  from	
  the	
  Met.	
  Office	
  and	
  the	
  	
  
Highways	
  Agency,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  local	
  reports	
  from	
  BBC	
  and	
  Sky	
  weather	
  sites.	
  Decisions	
  on	
  whether	
  or	
  
not	
  to	
  close	
  the	
  school	
  are	
  never	
  taken	
  lightly.	
  The	
  first	
  consideration	
  is	
  always	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  the	
  
children.	
  In	
  adverse	
  weather	
  conditions,	
  where	
  staff	
  live	
  some	
  distance	
  from	
  school,	
  the	
  journey	
  to	
  
school	
  may	
  be	
  too	
  hazardous	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  set	
  out	
  and	
  once	
  here,	
  equally	
  hazardous	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  get	
  
home.	
  It	
  is	
  expected	
  that	
  where	
  staff	
  live	
  within	
  2	
  miles	
  that	
  they	
  are	
  prepared	
  to	
  walk	
  or	
  use	
  public	
  
transport	
  if	
  necessary.	
  We	
  cannot	
  open	
  the	
  school	
  if	
  there	
  will	
  be	
  insufficient	
  staff	
  in	
  school	
  to	
  
properly	
  supervise	
  the	
  children.	
  	
  
	
  
In	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  adverse	
  weather:	
  
A	
  decision	
  will	
  be	
  made	
  between	
  6.00	
  am	
  and	
  7.30	
  am	
  (or	
  in	
  extended	
  adverse	
  weather	
  	
  
conditions,	
  where	
  possible,	
  the	
  day	
  before)	
  whether	
  the	
  school	
  should	
  be	
  open	
  or	
  needs	
  	
  

  



 

 

to	
  be	
  closed.	
  In	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  closure,	
  the	
  school	
  will	
  post	
  a	
  notice	
  onto	
  the	
  school	
  website	
  Home	
  
page	
  	
  
www.cedarroadacademy.co.uk	
  and	
  having	
  notified	
  DRET,	
  the	
  information	
  will	
  also	
  be	
  on	
  the	
  DRET	
  
website.	
  We	
  will	
  also	
  notify	
  the	
  local	
  radio	
  stations,	
  BBC	
  Radio	
  Northampton	
  and	
  send	
  a	
  message	
  to	
  
parents	
  via	
  parent	
  mail.	
  
When	
  the	
  school	
  re-­‐opens,	
  the	
  Headteacher	
  and	
  Senior	
  staff	
  will	
  liaise	
  with	
  the	
  Site	
  Manager	
  to	
  
ensure	
  that	
  the	
  paths	
  are	
  cleared	
  and	
  that	
  arrangements	
  are	
  made	
  to	
  ensure	
  the	
  safety	
  of	
  the	
  
children,	
  parents,	
  staff	
  and	
  visitors	
  to	
  the	
  site.	
  
	
  	
  
Cedar	
  Road	
  Primary	
  has	
  during	
  previous	
  periods	
  of	
  heavy	
  snow	
  remained	
  open	
  but	
  offered	
  a	
  
staggered	
  start	
  to	
  families	
  and	
  their	
  children.	
  This	
  means	
  that	
  pupils	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  marked	
  late	
  should	
  
they	
  arrive	
  sometime	
  during	
  the	
  morning	
  session.	
  We	
  have	
  also	
  allowed	
  staff	
  to	
  leave	
  before	
  the	
  end	
  
of	
  the	
  school	
  day	
  if	
  they	
  live	
  some	
  distance	
  away	
  and	
  pupils	
  to	
  be	
  collected	
  early	
  if	
  the	
  weather	
  
deteriorates.	
  
	
  
We	
  advise	
  that	
  children	
  come	
  to	
  school	
  with	
  suitable	
  clothing	
  and	
  footwear	
  in	
  the	
  event	
  of	
  snowy	
  or	
  
very	
  wet	
  weather.	
  It	
  is	
  best	
  if	
  they	
  bring	
  a	
  suitable	
  pair	
  of	
  indoor	
  shoes	
  to	
  change	
  into	
  please.	
  We	
  will	
  
expect	
  at	
  some	
  point	
  during	
  the	
  day	
  to	
  take	
  the	
  children	
  out	
  and	
  have	
  some	
  fun	
  on	
  our	
  snowy	
  school	
  
field.	
  	
  


